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Abstract 

This research is aimed to answer two problems of the stud, they are: (1) To find out the types 

of figurative language used in the “25” album sang by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins, (2) To 

describe the meanings of figurative language in “25” album sang by Adele Laurie Blue 

Adkins. The researcher used the theory from Knickerbocker and Reninger (1963) to find out 

types of figurative language and the theory from Leech (1974) to analyze the meaning of 

figurative language. This study was used qualitative descriptive method to find out types of 

figurative language and the meaning of figurative language in “25” album song lyrics. The 

result of this research there are 5 types of figurative language found in “25” album song 

lyrics. There are simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, and paradox. Based on the data 

there are 23 lyrics that contains figurative language. The researcher found simile with total 

data 5, metaphor with total data 3, personification with total data 4, hyperbole with total data 

10, and paradox with total data 1. This research also aimed at analyzing the meanings of 

figurative language in “25” album sang by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. There are 2 types of 

meaning found in “25” album song lyrics. They are connotative meaning and affective 

meaning. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Language is a tool to communicate with each other. (Lindsay and Knight, 2006, p.27). 

Language is a system of conventional spoken or written symbols used by people for 

communicating to each other. In other words, language is used by people to communicate, 

interact and get information from other people. Language has various types based on the 

region in the world, so that language is one of the most important and inseparable things in 

everyday life. The scientific study of language is linguistics. Hartman (1972, p.132) stated 

that linguistics as a field of study and the object is language. As a science, linguistics 

concerns itself with all aspect relating to language and studies it from all theoretical view 

point. Linguistics divided into some parts of discipline knowledge. They are: Phonetic, 

Phonology, Morphology, Semantic, Pragmatic and Syntax. 

According to Fromkin, et al (2000, p.372) Semantic is the study of the linguistic 

aspects off the meaning of expressions. Semantics aims to study the meaning contained in a 

language, code, or other types of representation. In other words, the study of meaning is 

semantics. In this theory, voice, facial expressions, body language, and symbols have 

semantic content (meaning), and each of them consists of several branches of study. 

Semantics is the study of meaning used to understand human expression through language. 

One of the theories related to semantics is figurative language, basically figurative language 

is a part of semantics, figurative language has a function to animate and give effect to a 

sentence so that readers can be more interested in what is read. In figurative language there 

are many types and hidden meanings or messages that the writer wants to convey to the 

reader. Therefore, semantic theory is needed to find out the meaning contained in a literary 

work. The use of figurative language in a literary work such as novel, poetry, and song lyrics 

to create a richer effect, add to people interest, and add to the aspect of beauty in a literary 

work. Therefore, some writers, poet, motivator, and songwriters use figurative language to 

express their thinking and their feeling in literary work. 

Jay in Harmastuty (2003, p.313) stated that figure of speech is not intended to be 

interpreted literally. It means figurative language is a type of language that uses words or 

expressions with a meaning that is different from the literal interpretation. Figurative 

language has been widely examined by linguist in the study of literature in recent years and 

plays a major role in compelling literary works. It is because figurative language has the 

essence of style and beauty. According to Leech (1969) figurative language has eight types, 

namely: personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole, irony, litotes, metonymy, and 

oxymoron. Figurative language is very interesting to be analyzed because it is used very often 

in daily life in which we can find out it in daily conversations, songs, poems, novel or any 

other written forms. In daily life people need to spend extra effort to understand the meaning 

of figurative language since the meaning is different from the words spoken or written. 

Furthermore, confusion and misunderstanding possibly happen when people use figurative 

language in daily conversations and written works, because it depends on how the speaker or 

writer use it to others. Figurative language mostly can be found in songs, especially if the 

song contains the figurative elements. 

Song is the act or art of singing, song as piece of music with word that is sung has a 

function to express the thoughts and feeling. Hornby (1974, p.822) stated that, song lyric is a 

short poem in a number of verses set to music to be sung. Song has two elements, such as 

lyric and music. Song usually consisting of figurative language since the figurative language 

is used in the lyric that is written well. The descriptive word of figurative language has a 

meaning in sense other than literal even the words convey precise meaning. Based on reason 

it brings the writer of the research to analyze.  
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Kingdom singer who started her career in 2008 and has produced many songs that are loved 

by most people around the world. Adele's highly iconic voice made him easily recognizable 

to most of the people. Many songs from Adele have messages that may be difficult for some 

people to understand because they have a figurative language. In this research the researcher 

analyzed figurative language in “25” album sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins, because in 

Adele song lyrics there are many hidden meaning which are in the form of using figurative 

language. 

II. RESEARCH METHOD 

The research design is the framework for planning your research methods, and the 

techniques a researcher chooses. Design will help researchers hone research methods to be 

successful. The research design aims to ensure that the data required is appropriate to the 

problem at hand and will be collected accurately. In this study, the researcher used a 

qualitative method because the data from the song lyrics contained in the album "25" sung by 

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins contained figurative language. According to Nazir in Nurlaila 

(1998, p.34) descriptive qualitative method is a method used to create a picture of a situation, 

event, or collect basic data. This study discusses the figurative meanings expressed in the 

song and uses this research method to analyze the types and meanings of figurative language 

in the album “25” sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. 

In collecting the data, the researcher used observation method by observing the 

figurative language used in “25” album song lyrics by Adele Laurie Adkins. There are four 

steps in collecting the data, they are: 

1. Direct observation by listen all of the song lyrics in “25” album by Adele Laurie Blue 

Adkins carefully and repeatedly in order to understand the content of the songs. 

2. The researcher were used the smart phone for copy or download the lyrics in every 

song “25” album by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins from the internet, and read them 

carefully. 

3. The researcher used stationeries to make a checklist, underline and categorized the 

types of figurative language in the “25” album song lyrics by Adele Laurie Blue 

Adkins. 

4. The researcher direct observations to analyze the song lyrics in “25” album by Adele 

Laurie Blue Adkins to get the meaning of the figurative language. 

The object of this study and the data were taken from “25” Album song lyrics by Adele 

Laurie Adkins. In this research the researchers analyzed eleven songs in the 25 album. There 

are list of “25” album, those are: Hello, Send my love (to your new lover), I miss you, When 

we were young, Remedy, Water under the bridge, River lea, Love in the dark, Million years 

ago, All I ask, Sweet devotion.The researcher used Knickerbocker and Reninger (1963) 

theory to find out the types of figurative language in “25” album song lyrics. There are 10 

types of figurative language in Knickerbocker and Reninger (1963) theory, those are: simile, 

metaphor, personification, allusion, dead metaphor, synecdoche, hyperbole, irony, 

metonymy, and paradox. To find out the meaning of figurative language the researcher used 

theory from Leech (1974). Data was collected using stationary to make a checklist to 

categorize the types of figurative language in the data, and meaning in the data. The collected 

data is then analyzed by means of observation to ensure the figure of speech that has been 

obtained in the data and will be explained in detail in the next chapter. 
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No. 

 

Type of Figurative Language 

 

Total 

1 Simile 5 

2 Metaphor 3 

3 Personification 4 

4 Synecdoche 0 

5 Metonymy 0 

6 Hyperbole 10 

7 Irony 0 

8 Allusion 0 

9 Dead metaphor 0 

10 Paradox 1 

 

No Types of Meaning Total 

1 Connotative meaning 16 

2 Affective meaning 7 

3 Stylistic meaning 0 

4 Reflective meaning 0 

5 Collocative meaning 0 

6 Thematic meaning 0 

7 Conceptual meaning 0 

 Total 23 

 

III. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

a. Finding 

Based on the formulation of the problem, the aims of this study showed the types of 

figurative language expression. The researcher also analyzed the meaning of each figurative 

language in “25” album song lyrics. In this part, the researcher presented the occurrence of 

figurative language and types of meaning in “25” album song lyrics. In this research, the 

researcher found five types of figurative language in “25” album song lyrics. And two types 

of meaning in figurative language used in “25” album song lyrics. 

Table 1. Types of Figurative Language. Table 2. Types of Meaning. 

Table 1 above described the figurative language which occurred in the “25” Album 

song lyrics sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. Based on the table above the researcher found 

23 sentences that used figurative language in “25” Album song lyrics and 5 types of 

figurative language used in “25” album, including: simile with total data 5, hyperbole 10 

data, metaphor 3 data, personification 4 data, and paradox 1 data. 

Based on table 2 above, the total number of figurative language that can be 

categorized as connotative meaning is 16. Then, the researcher found 7 lyrics which contains 

figurative language as affective meaning. However, the researcher did not found the lyric 

contains figurative language that can be categorized as conceptual meaning, stylistic 

meaning, collocative meaning, reflective meaning, and thematic meaning. 

b. Discussion 

This section serves the main point of discussion about the analysis of the type 

figurative language “25” album song lyrics and the meaning from each figurative language in 

“25” album song lyrics. There are 22 sentences that used figurative language found in the 

song lyrics of “25” album sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. These figurative languages 

were listed and classified based on Knickerbocker & Reninger’s (1963) theory about the 

types of figurative language, and Leech’s (1974) theory about the meaning of figurative 

language used in “25” album song lyrics. In this part, the researcher will discuss about the 
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figurative language and meaning of figurative language that has been found in “25” album 

song lyrics. The researcher uses the theory of Knickerbocker & Renninger (19630 to assist 

researcher in finding figurative language in “25” album. The researcher also uses theory from 

Leech (1974) to assist researcher in finding the meaning of figurative language in “25” album 

song lyric. In this discussion, the researcher has found five figurative language types in “25” 

album song lyrics. The researcher also found two types of meaning in “25” album song lyrics 

and will be explain below. 

Simile 

Title: When We Were Young 

Lyric: “You look like a movie” 

The word like in the lyrics indicates the use of simile type figurative language, 

because the word like in the sentence compares between two things, namely the words “you” 

and “movie”. This word refers to the author's feelings and says that she (her boyfriend) is 

look like a movie.The word "movie" is used to describe the life story of the singer with a man 

when she was young. 

Meaning: 

This lyric can be identified as affective meaning. The lyric "it was just like a movie" 

has the intention to express the author's feelings for someone. This lyric has meaninga feeling 

about sad of getting old. The lyrics express her feelings for the man, when she was young she 

loved someone and had so many memories with him. Because of that she expressed him look 

like a movie sometimes funny, happy, and sad. He gives the memories that are hard to forget. 

 
Hyperbole 

Title : I Miss you 

Lyric : “I want every single piece of you” 

The selected lyric is classified into kind of hyperbole because the author explain 

something that illogical or exaggeration. In this sentence it is impossible to separate a human 

body into pieces. However, she exaggerates that she wants everything about the man. 

Meaning: 

Based on the theory about meaning proposed by Leech (1974) the sentence classified 

into connotative meaning.The lyric belong connotative meaning because the author described 

that she want every single piece of the man. In other words the author is talking about the 

body that a person has or physical appearance. The word "every single piece" has a meaning 

that includes all parts of the man such as body, love, heart and other parts of the man. What 

she means is that she wants to have everything about him. 

 

Personification 

Title : Remedy 
Lyric : “When the world seems so cruel” 

The sentence is categorized as personification in figurative language. Because the 

authors give human attributes to something as if they were human. Actually the world is a 

planet, or an inanimate object made as if it has human characteristics. Therefore, the world 

cannot be cruel to humans. 

Meaning: 

This lyric can be identified as connotative meaning. The lyrics include connotative 

meanings because they are more than literal meanings and cannot be understood only with 

dictionary meanings. This lyric shows the author's expression about the nature of the social 

properties or environment in which she is located.The lyric means she wants to help him 
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when she is down. There are many things in this world that make him drown, even though 

many people are cruel to him, she will be there and support him by her side. 

 

Metaphor: 

Title : Remedy 

Lyric : “Your love it is my truth” 

This lyric is classified as Metaphors in figurative language terms. The author 

compares unlike two things, they are “your love” and “my truth”. Love is a strong human 

feeling for somebody or something, and true is a fact about something. The sentence mean 

you love can illuminate in every doubt that can feel she has the right and proper the love. 
Meaning: 

This lyric is categorized as affective meaning. This lyric can be categorized as 

affective meaning because the author expressed her feeling about her love. The lyric means 

she makes her love into one with her partner, she promises to always accompany him every 

step of the way and follow her feelings in deciding something. 

 
Paradox: 

Title : I Miss You 

Lyric : “Treat me soft but touch me cruel” 

This lyric is classified as paradox in figurative language terms which are defined as 

real contradictions which are somehow true. It can be a situation or a statement. The contrast 

situation in this lyric is stated in the clause treat me soft and touch me cruel. In the lyric it is 

clear that there is a contradiction in the situation that occurs in the lyric. 

Meaning: 

This lyric can be identified as connotative meaning. The lyric belong connotative 

meaning because the lyric has something more than dictionary meaning. The lyric means that 

a woman is so obsessed with her boyfriend that she wants a different and more intimate 

treatment when it comes to making love. 

In the explanation above, the researcher only wrote one example of the thesis data 

obtained. The researcher found five types of figurative language in the song lyrics of 25 

albums, namely simile, personification, hyperbole, metaphor, and paradox. while for 

meaning, researchers found two types, namely connotative meaning and affective meaning. 

The researcher uses qualitative descriptive to explain the data that has been obtained so that it 

is easy for readers to understand. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

a. Conclusion 

There are some conclusions that can be formulated which are relevant as the answer 

to cope with the problems of this study. It based on the analysis of figurative language in 

“25” album sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. There are 11 songs lyric include in “25” 

album, those are When we Were Young, All I Ask, Remedy, River Lea, Send My Love (To 

Your New Lover), I Miss You, Love In the Dark, Water Under the Bridge, Hello, Million 

Years Ago, and Sweetest Devotion. The researcher found 23 lyrics that contain figurative 

language in “25” album sung by Adele Laurie Blue Adkins. They are simile consist 5 lyrics, 

hyperbole consist of 10 lyrics, metaphor consist of 3 lyrics, personification consist of 4 lyrics, 

and paradox consist of 1 lyric. 
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Based on the type of figurative language found in the song lyrics "25" album, 

hyperbole is the most dominant figurative language used in the "25" album sung by Adele 

Laurie Blue Adkins. Because the hyperbole makes “25” album songs have more dramatic 

effect on the feelings that the author wants to describes. This study also aimed at analyzing 

the meaning of each figurative language. In analyzing meanings of figurative language, there 

are two meaning types used in “25” album song lyrics. They are connotative meaning, and 

affective meaning. Most of the meanings of the figurative language found in the song were 

classified into connotative meaning. Because in the lyrics of the album "25" the author uses 

indirect words that have hidden meanings in the lyrics, besides that the singer also often uses 

figurative language to express her feeling about something and describe the author's physical 

appearance and social properties. 

Based on the analysis, it can be concluded that figurative language has important roles 

in “25” album song lyrics. It is a good thing if the song lyrics contained of figurative 

language. The songs become more interesting to hear and also help the listener to be more 

able to imagine the storyline or the meaning of the songs. The meaning of figurative can be 

reflections of the author’s experiences. The similar experiences may also be experienced by 

the song listeners. 

 

b. Suggestion 

Based on the research that has been done, it is known that in the “25” album sung by 

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins, there are many lyrics that use figurative language. The researcher 

realizes that there are many other figurative languages that can be found in the lyrics of the 

"25" album song lyrics. The Researcher suggests to further researchers to explore this 

research so that they can contribute to figurative language. The researcher hopes that this 

research can be useful for those who will conduct the same research about figurative 

language. The researcher also hopes that this study can be one of sources for the readers who 

will analyze about literary work especially figurative language. The researcher realizes that 

this research has several weaknesses. The researcher expected any critics and suggestions 

from the readers to make this research better. 
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